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3d Bn 3d Narines
A T
170200H August 1965

Appendix 1 (Landing Disgran) to annex D (landing Flan) to Operation Order 14=£5

Refs £a) PFM 6-3
Tima Zone: H

H-HOUR 0630 Basch GREEN

WAVE 1 Co. "I" and Co. "EV
H=Hour 1-1 1=-2 1-3% 1-4 1-5 1-6 1-T 1-8 1—9' 1=10 1=11
X X X X X X x X X E X

WAVE 2 TANKS 4ND Ontoe
H+2 min 2=2 2=1 2=3
— U M
WAVE 3 Co. "L" AND 8lmm MORTAH PLATOON
B+T5min 3-2 3-1

M M
WAVE 4 T ANKS
H+25nin 4-1

U

WLVE 5 ONTOS
B+50min =2 5=-1

i M
WaVE 6 TiHES
H+50min EE].
WAVE ¥ TANKS »HD HES Co. (=)
B+5min T-2 7=1 T=3

M 1) M

mel LiiliiimTP U'I-I-I-I-II-IIFI-'I-Im Hlillﬂlli!"lllliil'lm

B COMHMAND OF LIEUTENLNT COLONEL MUIR

is G. COMER
Major, U, S, Marine Corps
Exeoutive Officer
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T
De i HEMSEY
Captain, U. Ss Marine Corps
5=3

D=1=-1

C65-08-081



DECLASSIFIED

Landing Craft Assignments Page 2 of 2
BOaT .
CRLFT  FERSONNEL JND MaTeMTol __ SPAGES FORMAT ION
LM 2=1 2 Omtom 2.1 ¥
& Crew M
2-2 2.3
] M
LOT 2=2 3 Tanks
15 Orow
ICM 2-3 2 Onmtos
6 Crow
LM %=1 Blm Morter Flatoon 31 32
Iﬁm H EE |ri|l H H
10U 4=1  Tanka 4-1
L'}
ICM 5=1 Ontoa Gl  5e2
M M
LCH S=2 _ Omton
LOT =1 Tanks 6=1
1]
LU 7-1 Tanks 7-1
o
7-2 7-3
H M

ICM 7-2  B&S Co. (=)
oM 7-3  B&S Co, (-)

BY COMMuND OF LIEUTEMANT COLONEL MOUIR
dis Gy COMER
Major, U. 5« Marine Corps
Executive Officer

DISTRIBUTIUN: Special
OFFICIALs

— o

}\_Jl':..-"'l f._--. Nt e
BDs e REMSEY
Gﬂp‘l‘-ﬂiﬂ.. U- Sa H.&.'I!'.'I_EE mrrﬂ
§=3

D-2-3

C65-08-084



34 Bn (Rein) 34 Yerines
CHU LAI, VIETNAM
231400H August 1965

3d Bn (Rein) 34 Marines Lfter-Action Report #33
Beft (a) DivOp0 321-65

Eool: (1) Company "I" After-Aotion Hepart
2) Company "K" ifter-iotion Report
3) Dagpany "L" sfter-Action Heport ,//
4) Compagy "=" After-iotion Hapart

1. TUnits BLT 3/3
Strength: 46 Qfficers end 882 Enliatad Marines.
Mmar 1TL000H - 201925H August 1965

Flaoes Aren of operstions enclosed by (BS 719919 - BS T00920 - B3 697926
BS 700940 - BS 713962 - BS 732952)

Cesualtiess Friendly = KIA 2/22, WIi 3/112, DOW 0/3
Enemy = 215 Confirmod Kills.

Hature of Aotion: Operation STARLIGHT

2. During the aforopentioned period, the battalion particijeted in

STARLIGHT, nn operation which sterted as a routine s:arch and destroy missi
Put which esccleted into o BLT offensive action. The firet element of BIT 3/

to spproach the objective area wrs Company "M which landed by LVI norces Ic_f‘_'*rl’r;'l‘}_’:']'i:_gm
sommenced movement overland by foot., The remninder of the BLT emborked aboard
amphibious shipping and sailed for the objective area during the ofternoon and

night of 17 lugust 1965. "M esteblished r blocking position vicinity =
(BS aw-pj et chout 180600H end the BUP lnnded noross Besoh ORERN 0 0. 0
vicinity (B3 T18922) at H-bour (1B063CR) with Company "I" on the ldft (Bench rman WIA by
GREEN OME), Company "K" on the right (Besoh GHEEN TWO) in INT's cnd Company .., V.d on
“I" in reorvo 1 aded in 10USs and LOMBe., Tanks and Ontos wera rlso landed in paae(=)
tho sohodlod weves byif®arnd LOM's., 4 large charge of explosives waos P
detonsted on the besch in front of Company "I" on landing, however it hed no <es-oB-136
effeot end the Cobpany pushed on through the sub-hamlet of AN CUONG (1) wioinity

(Bs 717922)s Compeny "K" moved thro the northern edge of the sub-haplet

without incident and secured Hill 22 (BS 715924) Company "L" in the secamd

wave received heevy small arms fire from the right flenk of the becch dn lond-

ing. The compeany wes immediately commited to the dtack towrrd Fhess Line

APPLE and the firing ceased. Two Hnrines were slightly wounded, Oomprnies

"I" and "K' pontinued their movement wostward. Company "K" turned to the
northesst in the vieinity of (BS 708928) and moved toward Fhane Line APFLE,

Qompany “I" exscuted a flanking movement to he northesst in the viocindity

(BS 702922) cnd wna taken under hcevy emall amms fire from the left flank in

the 2/4 zone of notion (BS W?ZEL The conpony wos directed to nttask the

source of the fire (uN CUONG (2)(BS ']EIJ‘.%BB}]' reenforeed by ¢ heavy seotion of

Operation Starlite Commeanced B-18-65 and ended aon B-24-1965.
33 susatined numercous casualties and we have documented those knawn
casumilitios.

If wou know of ANY casualties that are not listed please notify me
at: Celaugl103Fiacl.com with as much information as you can provide.
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DECLASSIFIED

P obes
Oparation Starlite Commeancad B-18-65 and eanded on B-Z24-19685.
S3/3 susatined numerous casualties and we have documented those Known
casualities.
If vou know of ANY casualties that are not listed please notify me
at: Celaug103Fiacl.com with as much information as you can provide.

tanks ord commenced the Ateck sorogs the mtream. During the oocuras of the ;"EE"E'L,-:
cespult the Commanding Officer, Company "I" wers kklled in notion by BOOETY E‘;‘:;_ ;
frogmentetion grennde. Three oembera of his party were wounded, The ocompaRy india Co.
also received o smell smount of 60mm mortar fire wounding three more, After the CrO
sub-hrmlet was seoured, Coopany "I" returnod to the 3/3 sone of sotion and MNote:
oomenced aweap in a northeasterly direction toward Fhnee Igne APPLE. At maTTON,
this time (181115H) a dissbled UE-1E landed neor Coupany "IV positions and ten Gregory L.
(20) Marincs with three tanks were left behind to guard the airoraft, 4t this =nd (2)
time Company"K" wes receiving e heevy weluse of sutomatio fine in the vieindty of Ty a
(Bs ?14?55} ond vent intathe attack to overcooe the resistance, At this time at same
(181225H) five (5) IVT's full of suppliea (rations, water) were token undexr tirme,
small crms, mortar, end rocoilless rifle fire vicinity (BS 698932) aa they were '
sttempting to reech the battalion position. Coopany "I wes dispatobed to thef SS=ibiv:
soens to nssist the INT's at 181305H. At approxioately 181400H Coopexy "I & LavmMmAaN
was rgein token undor heavy fire vicinity (BS 703927)which inflicted several (India Co.)
ersunlties, Conpanies "K" and "L" continued their adtack to the north and at or
1815258 Company "K" boonme engaged in e fire fight which resulted in several “V/ATSON
friondly casunlties, however Coopaniea "E" nnd "1" assmulted the hill vioinity

(BS 713942) and estoblished a perineter of defense at about (181550H). Mean-

while, Company "I" recovered the ten(10) Marince at the downed UH-1E and a
Flateon of Coopamy H 24 Bpttalion 4th Merines that was pinned down by enamy

fire and wos continuing the sdvance to reansh the INT's but woa suffering rather

heavy oeaunlties which impeded their progrees somewhat, L4t approxionte

181600H Compeny "L"™ 3d Battalion, Tth Marincs lended vicindity (BS TOB92T7) and

wora assigned to operational control of BIT 3/3, Compeny"L" 3d Bn, Tth Mrrines
reinforoed with e light section of tanks, snd e tank retricver from Company "B"

lst Tank Battolion wore assigned tho mission of effeocting juncturc with Coojpony

"I" 3d Bn 3d Mrrines vicinity (BS 700930). Coopeny "L" 3d Bn Tth Morines moved

out at approxiostely 1730H with two pletoona abrecat followed by the tonks,

an thoy spproached the preassigned junocture point they came under extremely

hesvy soall nrms end oortar fire froo the weat. The compeny continued its

attenpt to cross the open rice paddy in the area btut was uncble to do so

beoause of the intense ocneny fire. 48 darkness fell patrols wore dispatched to
the north and to the woat to locate Company "I", the tanks, and the INT's. The

patrol to the north was unsucceasful; the patrol to the west returncod and

reported looating one burning tank and one dissbled IVT vicinity (BS 698926).
Two ocourses of action wero proposed; one to close the renpinder of the bettalion

with Conpeny"L" 34 Bn Tth Marines. sccond to move Conpany "L" 34 BEn , TthMarines

into tho battslion perineter at (BS 713942). Aftor communiceting with Company

"I" na to their situntion ond A deternination that they hrd the neons swailsable

to epdoquately overcope the VC resistance that they were ancountering, & decision

wes Dade to excoute a night movapant of Coopany “L* 3d Bn, Tth Msrines to tho

BIf 3/3% perineter., 4t the sane time two tanke formerly in support of Compeny

"H" 2d Bn 4th Mrrincs moved to the resupply LVI's to increese the dofensive

capability in that area. These tanks arrived at apyroximctely 182300H,

at 182330H Coopany "L" 34 Bn Tth Merinus cumbenced its movenent to the bettalion
perinetery erriving 190130H. Coopany "I" rensined in the villege in contcot

with the V€ until 190145H when it began its return to the battalion secondery

commrnd post nrriving nt 190500H. Company "I" was then assigned the missicn

of providing security fur the RLT CP and the becch area, Coopany "I 34 Bn

Tth Merines upon errivel at BLT 5;"'5 nrepn, wie integroted into the defensiwve

perioeter for the night, On the woring of 19 iugust 1965 BLT }f} received o

2
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"Dperation Starlite” continuead

Freg Order norrowing its zone of notion to the eest, and BLT 3/7 (-) wos cesigned
the nission of recovering the INT's, BIT 3/3 wna nesigned the mission of
continuing the attack to the sos in zone, The bottelion junped off to the
north with Compony "K" 3d Bn 3d Marincs on the left, Coppany "L" %d Bn 34 Marines
on the right and Cogpany "L" 3d Bn Tth Marines in reserve at a.jroxiontely
190700H, The zone of potion was prupored with navel pgunfire ond artillery prior
to the coomenocoent of the sttack. The battelion noved toward the becoh, agoinst
sporadio resiatcnoe. s the force reached FPhase Line CHeRKY Conpeny "L 3 Hn
3d Merinos,; Coopony "K" 3d Bn 3d Morines and the bettalion comacnd group cone under
intense snnll orns end oorter fire froo (BS 712957)s The battalion moved quickly
to fw dune linoe jret inboard of the beach and returned the fire. drtillery ond
pir strikos were orlled in on the VC positions and the fire censod, At 191T10H
after intensive prepcretion of the zone of action by nir, srtillery, ond novel
gunfire, BLT 3,.:"} continued the attack to the south with Conpany "L" 34 Bn Tth
Morineas on the left, Coopeny "L" 3d Bn 3d Morines in the center, and Company "KM
34 Bn 3d Merinus on the right. On arrival at Phose Line BUNLNA the ELT eatab -
lished n defonsive periveter nt BS 713943, Coopany "K" 3d B n 34 Pprines oand
Coopony "L" 34 Bn 3d Morines closwvd at a proxiustely 191855H, Coopony "L"
3d Bn Tth Merinca was deleyed due to evaountion of heat casunltics. A pletoop
fron Coopany "L" 3d Pn 3d Merines was attached to the cop, nny for nssistance and
tho cntire unit arrived in the BLT ares at 192140H, L4 defensive posture wos
neintainod during the night with hoevy H&I fires being provided by crtillery snd
nevel gunfirc, The following Dorning patrols wera sent out from ecoh scoopany
to loonte any by-passed VO pockete of resistence. [Ll1 returncd reporting no
contnots Lt epproxiuntely 201050H Compeny "K" 34 Bn, 3d Merinos, Coopany "L
3d B n 3d Mnrince nnd the Executive Officers group comoenced Dovenont southward
toward Boach GREEN arriving without inocidont at 201240H. The Comnnnding
Officer wroupy Coo; any"L" 3d Bn Tth Morines and the 3d Plat, Coopony“BY, 3d AT
Bn reonined to roceive BLT lf‘i rod guide then into jpositions BLT 1,!"1' oomnanoed
londing at epproxioately 201330H and the Commanding Officers Group of BLT 5;"}
connenced novenent to Beach GREEN at 201440H arriving at 201550H. Retroction
followed shortly and the BLT set ecil for CHU L.l aboard LST 1161,

5 Rengrks.

ns During Operation STaULIGHT, uL® 3/3 uscd navel guns extensively for
preparatory fires, illuninction and flushing fires. Tho BLT wea suportal
guite setisfectorily by the navel guns as far as saccurncy and voluoe weEe
concerncds The illuninntion is excellent. The time regquired to obtein the
firet round of navel gunfire wos often $#20long due to the requirenent of
positioning the shijy. It is believed this discrepancy will not oxist in
oporations whore the planning phese is lopger than thirty-six (36) hours.
Howewver, enticipeting thet other operations will be undertnken on short
notice , it is rocomnended that this iuportant supporting arm be given all
possible plenning tine. On the evening of I+l the fire support ship thed
hod becn resistercd was changed after dark. He-rogistration wns required
end wos a diffioult task, It is recoonended that once s ship has the night
defansive fires laid in and has howed $o, she should not bo chrnged unless out
of enmundtions

CE65-08-093



“*Dperation Starlite™ continued

bs Aartillery support, while extrenoly effoctive vnoe delivered, was slow
to the point of being unsatisfactory because of so ouch traffic on the oomduct
of fire net. The only agonciceon a eingle oconduct of fire net should be the
supporting battery, the FO's and the liaison tean. BLT 3/7 ond BLT 3/3 wexre
both on the sane conduot of fire not andwre to 41FfCisult o erber the net when
fire nissions were regquired. It is recooneded that on future operations anch
BLT heve its own conduot of fire net.

0s Wide zones of cotion are pernissable on routine sesroch and destroy oper=
ationa, howevar there is a dofinite nocd for a naneuver elenant whem the HLT
neots resistance, If thoe BLT is apeigned a wide sonc of aotion it hnes a choioe
of two coursos of motion, It nay put all available conpanics on line for a Dore

thorough seexch or it ony koep one elenent in reserve tharby decrecsing the
efficiency of the search. Ususlly the forner course of notlon is preferred,

On future operstions ¥Whee gontnot with a strong eneny foroe is expeoted it
is recommendod that a narrow sone of motion be assigned ao that o thorough

seerch orn be conducted and so that o Daneuver eleoent ooy be ovollable for
renotion to hoavy reesistance.

ds Preparstory fires wero umed extensively on I+l with axcellent affect,

It is recoouended that preporatory fires be used to the naxirun extent practio-
oble on future operations to redupe fricndly casunltice. It ies nlso recoomended
that fires ba delivercd bohind the ndvancing unit to dissourage snijcrs fron
ahooting frou the rear.

@s Close oir support during Operetion ST.BLIGHT waa very good, idlroraft waere
aveilable, there was a ninioun of delsy, and pilots were on toarget. U, 8.
Merine close air support was the ooet res.onsive supporting arn during the
oporation and it was o distinat pleasure for all hands to observe such accurate
end tinely supports There were four cocgsions of Sriendly cirorcft dropping

booha or strefing too clogse to friendly lines, however; mo seriocus casusalties
oocur Fed
f« Confirned eneny kille brosk down na follows:

Conpany "I 125

Coopany "E" 20
Conpeny “L" 6
Coopany "M" 5
HAS QaOpeny
IVT'a, Tonks

and Ontaa ﬁ
Total V¢ dead

Lieutenant’ Colonel, II'- 8. Morine Corps
Coounnd 1 ng

X&e5-08-094



DECLASSIFIED

“"Opearation Starlite*™
india Co. 818 thru 820 1965

Coopany "I" 3d Bn 3d Morines after-fction Rpport

Refr (a) IdvOp0 321-65

ls Unit: Coopany "I" 3d In 3d Marines
Strengths T Qfficers, 170 Enlisted
THoe:r Duretion of Operation, 1B0630H - 201T00H sugust 1965
Flooa: Lree as indioated in Operation Omder 14-65

Oesunltioss OCocpany "I" - KL. 14, WIL 47, Attechoenta 2 Corpsnan WIA,
1 Cocpacen KIA, 1 arty W, 2 81 FO's WIA

Nature of Lotion: Jophibious Lsseult fallowed by search amd destroy

2, Ggneral, Company "I" landed over tho South (loft) portion of Benach GREEN
to econdust & search and deptroy operation ageinst tho Viet Cong, OCoopeany "IMs
nission wes to sweop the village of 4N CUONG (1) pushing in a westerly directicm
until ocontaot wam nede with tho right flack of 24 BEn 4th Marinos, Whon contaot
wes nade in the ares of coordinates (BS 703926), the conpany nission was to nake
o flanking oovenent; swooping gondrally in & north northwesturly direotion
renohing tho end of the firat day the oceon in the mes of ocordinates

(BS 7179568). The next day resweeping the sene ares.

0. A&t 180730H Coopany "I" landed ovar the southern portion of Desch OREEN,

An explosion cocurrod just as the raops wore dropping on the LVT'a, Fo one woo
injured, The compeny foriwd on lino and proceoded to search the villoge., The
only aignificent find was copounicntion wire running froo the explosive point
to a trench lins 1%0 octors to the roer, It apperrod es if an eleot~loal charge
wos sot off to diarupt our lending. Aftor scarching the village the doopory
covoed gut to tho woat and discovercd p covered trench line, whioh lend to two
oove systems, at (BS T14923). 4 search of the caves revenled only digging tools
The ccopany continued forward and atarted ita turning Doveoent to the Morth

at (BT J02922). 4t this point an air strike ocourred to our right flank and
the oocopany held ups Two (2) superficial WIL's wers sustained nt this tine,
It is mpﬂrn‘bud thnt the injury's were the rosultas of booh frogoent. Lfter
the strike, the coopeny continued ite sweey to the North, The coopany began
roceiving hervy fire from the village of &N CUONG (2) (BS T0C928), Tha H:.-
wos peturned and porcdesion from Battelion Coouander wos Peguonied to cross over
into 2/4 sector and ongoge the oneny in shis villege. During this time we
were acoompanied by three (3) tanks from Co "A" 3d Tanks who were Ixokbooted
by & squad frop the lst Plat Company "IM. after rocoiving perodesion froom

thoe Battelion Coonander to eweop AN CUONG villago, the tonks wore sent down

o tranch lino that strosahod East to Weat bordering the Southern edge of tha
villagoy let plet was deployed on thoe laft, 2nd on the right ond tho third an
rogervas Tho lat and Znd platoons soesulted the trench line cnd ipto the

village elong with the tonks whe reached the trenchline ond were unable, dua
to the width of tho trench line, to sdvance furthor. As the lst and 2nd plcts

1 ENCLOSTRE (1)

continuad next pagea
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DECLASSIFIED

antered the village tne OF group followed olose behind. At this time a
oconoealed Viet Cong threw a grenade whioh killed the Company Commander, and
wounded three (3) others. Following the gronade explosion two (2) rounds
of 60 mm morters fell in the ares wounding the artillery FO and the two (2)
PO'a from Bl'ss 4t this time the Coogany Exeoutive Qfficer assumed
of tha company. After contasting the Banttalion Commander, the company was
instructod to continue tha attack to the north, Before contimuing the attaok
_ & Marine DEi-1E helisoptor landed to our immediate rear with ite gos tanks
pit ¥A7 full of bullet holes. Upon instruotion of Battalion, a ten (10) man squad
waa left to protect the UH-1lE, om were the tanks, whioh were unsble to oross
tho trench line. We wore under no fire at this tioe amd ocounted approx 30
VO dosd in the tronoh line and village. The company mewed through the will
and procecded north, shifting elightly to the east beck into tho company I/L
Wo received only ccceaianal sniper fire until wo rejoined Company "K' and the
Babtelion Headgu-rtcrs Group at epproximate coord (BS T11939). Upon arriving
at the area of the Bn CP tho coopany wia ordered to board Amtraos and Ontoa %0
roturn to grid coordinstos (BS 720928) where tho Ba Supply point was set up
undayr the direotion of the Bn Breeutive O0fficor. "I Compony's mission wes to
looate and attack the cnomy force that had isoleted a tenk and INT supply
polumn, Aftor a briefing by the Battalion Executive Officer 414 wna
to proceoad down tho treil to the woat back to the village of AN CUONG (2
coord (BS 700928) whero Company "I" had left the throo (3) and
unds to protect tho holicepter. Ome (1) tank in the lead 1lowed
?)utrmnndrim[ﬂﬂnm. Ls we got to tho top of the ridge line
BS 703927) the load tank was hit by a 57mm ER and sopjed. 'l
immodiately while soveral 8lmm mortar rounds dropped in on
Wo immedintoly deployed nruund the vehicles but wvnly & fow par
direotod into our position. Wo thon turncd our attention tho
oalled for holicoptor ovecuation, The rosults of the mortar boarrcge
intrace rosulted in five (5) dosd and seventeen (17) wounded, after
first heliocopters nrrived, & eoall evasuution toam was left behind get tho
wounded out, Tho company shon sdvencod to tie odge of AN CUONG (2) wallago and
oovorod the withdrewal of a platoon of Company "H" 2d Bn 4th Marines along with
tho threo (3) tenks and tx¢ squada of Coopany "I" left behind to provide
soourity for tho downod helieapter eerlier in the day. During the time Compony
"I" woe godng up to Coopany "K" poeitins sovcral ovente cocourrod. The orew of
thoe helicoptor ropaired sho gas lonks end dropped the roocket pods loecving
instructions to tho posurity porsonnel to blow thoe rockets, This wne dono
with a torn of onginoara of Company "H" 24 Ba 4th Marinos. After thoe pods were
blowny one (1) platoon of Company "H" 24 Bn 4th Marines joincd by thres (3)
tanks and two (2) squeds froo Coupany "I" procecded 0 sdvance to the north
whoroupon they ongeged o large foreo of VO at approx (BS IOJ.E'!.'L}. Aftor
sufforing sovoral onsunltios they withdrow besck to coord (BS T02927) where
thoy woro covired by Coopany "I" who arrived in tho nrea. Tho oasunlties
sustaincd in this ongegonent ware fifteen (15) WIA end two (2) KIi, Sinoce the
helicopter eves landing Zono wos receiving inorensing enipor fire Cospany "I
left beek tho 24 platoon for aroa soourity. At this tioe wo werc brought under
B8lmm mortar firc, 4n air strike on AN CUONG (2) village wos oolled for but
fedled to prrive. The two (2) plotoons of Coopany "IM then rdvonoed wont to
coord (BS 698927) nnd bognn sweoping north in an attempt to locote the supply
oolumn whon wo ongnged o YO furce ot ocord (Iﬂ TO0930) resulting in one {llmmﬂ

2 ENCLOSURE (1)
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one (1) WIA., The V.C. lost six (6) KlLi. This contact ocourred at around
19%0. The V.C. broke contact and a heliocopker evacuation wna conducted

for the two oasuaslties. By the tine the evacuation was coopleted it was

dark. We were unable to locate supply train and vere ordered o0 return

back to Grid. Cooruinetes (BS 704927) where Company “I%o" cuo.nd jlotoon and
& platoon froo Coujany "H" 24 ¥n 4th Marines were located, then return baok

to the Tth MarinCP to previde security far the CP. Our return baok was
honpered by contimuous il ‘uminntions We were fired upon on two cosasions and
returned fire, We surprised six EE} VC in the village and killed them and
returned back to grid coordinases (BS 704927) eround 190345H. There we gathered
up our second platoon end a plt freo Conpuny "H" 2d Bn 4th Marines and

We stayed at the

eeded beck to the Regioent CP. and set up security,
mmtﬂPtm 15th of sugust and retracted arcund 1700 20 August 1965

-, R
foAT § - lendi
B. M. PURNELL
Liektenant U. 5. Marine Corpe
Coonanding

ENCLOSURE (1)
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"Opearation Starlite™
Kilo Company B-18-thru
8-20-65

Oocpany "K" 3d Bn (Epin) 34 Marines After-istion Rgport
Befs (a) DivOPO 321-65
1, Units Ocopany "K" 34 ¥n 34 Marines (Rein) 34 Mar Div PP ...

Mo mantion of
t““-thl anlisted KilA's orF WIA'S
& 8 Officers m = within description
of ti
Tioes 1680700H to 201500H iugust 1965 this PROS.  Note:
Flaces Ls prescribed by 3d Bn 3d Marines Operation Order M-EEH'E; f.n';i:u‘g‘::“d
KilA on BM11BMEE6E.
Sgt. BLANMNK,

Casuslties: Coopany "K" KIA 2, WIL 16
Eriesy Killed 20 Wounded 18 T
Floyd Eugens
Hature of .ctions JAupndibious apspeult followed by saarch and destroy
P it -
2, Company "K" (Bein) landed on the right flank of Besch GREEN and wos Have
atelytaken under fire by autooatic weapons froo the extrene flank of the :_"1:4';':::‘::“'
beaph area, lst platoon searched right portion of vil AN CUONG (1) (46) wia's

coord (BS T10924) the 24 and 3d platoon pushed through right half of beash as noted
neutralizsing fire and prooceding inland in prescribed axie of advonce., 2nd Tor 818
Plat secured high ground, located Coord (BS 712925) and 3d Flat secured :_,:'"'“ .
high ground Coord (BS 715928). 1lst Plat in reserve. 2nd Flet then moved . oo"n B o0
forward and secured high ground located Cuords (BS TGEEEB}. On order 2nd and
34 Flate moved out in a Northerly direction. 4t (BS THE}E} 2nd and 3 Flets
oshs undor heavy autopstic fire froo left flank and tronch line directly
in front. let Flat cane frou Peserve and assaulted to left, 2nd Flat assaulted
atraight aboed over hill and 3d Flat ooved up to hill on right flank,
oot in night defenses coord (BS T154942). after setting in, naval gunfire and
air wore called in on enooy troop oconcentrations located at (IS T14947) to
(BS T718545)s irty was also called but rever got on target. Navel gunfire was
cbperved in ares where truvops were noted and nuoerous secondary
were cbserved as a result of one air strike. Navel gunfire was alen used
by Co "K" for HAI fires throughout the night. ot 190700 Co "EK" moved out
to village located at (BS 710945} drior to moving through the village and high
ground located along (BS T11949) to (B8 713953) an air strike was called, Co T
pasaed through village and procouvced to high ground at above Coord. Prior
to starting to besch, naval gunfire wes onlled on (BS 708958) %o (BS T11957).
IArty and Lir woere aleo cmlled in sane aress While moving to becch located at
(B8 701962), Co "K" oape under fire at (BS 712961] 1st Flat moved to olear
high ground (BS T089l). 2nd and 3d Flats moved down beach and casembled
vie ocord (BS 727924) at 1917%0 ama returned to previcus nights defensive
pesitions, Nevel gpunfiro BEI wero again used throyghout ndght, 4t 200100H
Co "K" moved and swopt to boach GHEEN and sot in defensive positions along
left flenk, Lt 201500H Co "K" coonenced back loading. Soe overlay to Opere¥ion
Order 1l4=-65 for overlsy of operationa,

Fe ill hoatile villajges, trench. lines, and ridge lines Shouwld
regardless of civilian casualties ,rior to jumping off. Lompany
ones Aotion should be small enough to give Company Commander ability to

ENCLOSURE (2)
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arploy a oamevering elenent, Navel gunfire produced a salutory affect on
~11 targets. Liir Support was also comzendable. arty support was inefficient
and delay time was inexcusable, Resupply by iotrac proved not to be feasable
and ghould not be ,lanned more than 1000 meters inland., Zones of Lotdon werc
o wide for thorough and proper search. sdjscent Bn's oust covor areas of
responsibility and Dust not bypass large pockets of enemy activity., For
futyre operations nore prior planming be effected and more flexibility be

shown in excrution of Baaioe Order. No interpretors were ettached to this
unit,

.'.j e l,.--
J. i« DOUB
Gipmn, U« S« Marine Corpse
Coounnding

ENCLOSURE (2)

C&65-08-0899



DECLASSIFIED

"D peration Starlite™
= o _ .
Lima Company 8-18 thru 8-2-65 34 Bn (Rein) 34 Marines
CHU Lal, VIETH=M

2321158 sugost 1965 Note:

Of the (16)
Conpany "L" 34 Bn (Rein) 3d Marines after-.ction Report noted as
WiA we have
Ref: (a) DdvOp0 321-65 identified only (10).
8) usmMmcC
1. TUmit: Co "L" 3d 8n 34 Marines (Hein) 34 Har Iiv FMP {2}{ I...::EH BA04
NOte: Corpsmen
Strengths 6 Officers 161 Enlisted {(2) Lima Co
KlaA noted
THioes 180T0CH to 201500H .ugust 1965 on next
page.

Flece: 48 prescribed by 3d Ba 3d Marines Jperation Order 14=65 Note:
IE Speacial antry
Cesualties: Coupeny "L" KIL 2, Wla concerning Pfc.
- "nmmdn Boasl has baan
Enery Killad 6 a1 highlighted.

Mature of Lotion: JAophibious assault followed by search and destroy

2. it lBOTOOH iugusk 1965 Coopany "L" (Hein) landed in the center of Beach
CHEEN at (BS T18924). Wo imedistoly ooved on the double to the right flank
of tho beach. The lat FPlet was taken under fire by eneny in the tree line
using aoall aros end at least one (1) sutomatic wespon. The reosinder of the
‘ocoopany still poving up the besch was also receiving fire. I nmowved the 3pd
Fletoon to the right to flank the fire and brought the 2nd Flatoon into the
coenters Due to the crowded type landing,; it took the platocon o short tioce
to come on line and start advancing. To cover the hill I tock an Ontos that
was gitting on the right flank of Co "E" and poved hio into the fire, His
nachine gun jaooed and he started using his spotting rifle. The crow chief
digtinguishaed hinself in this action and continually oxposed himsolf to

direoot fire; He could not firo his 1U6's bocnuse of the oclosences of tha
terrein and the troups bohind the Oatos. To further cover the aren I brought
in a M=-60 MG to the left of the Ontoe. The Gunner was Pfo B0.ST who also
particulerly distinguishoed himsalfl by poving into the open on the top of a
eoall hill into direct fire, whore he calnly pet in his MG with the incondng
cutting the lepves around hio, He opened fire and with fire froo the Ontos,
secured the incoming. We poved forward with three (3) platoons on line into
our Rone of wotion continually receiving light to moderate small aroa fire,

it cooxd (BS T18928) a wery loarge cave net-work was found which was later
blown by the Engineers. During this carly sotion we received one (1) WILi,
wounded slightly in the left upj»r arn, not ovocuateu. Under sporodic fire
the coupeny, three (3) ylatoons on line, woved aoross Phase Iine LPFLE, Be-
tween PL LYPLE end PL HiN.Ni, the cocpany rooeived fire from Hill #45 and to
the Wortheoast (BS 720939). This fire was ooderate and coclinomus, Fire

wan roturnod with 3.5, MG, and sonll Emse. In oxcess of twenty (20) VO were
sean st one tine or mnother moving on hill. Thoe soopany wes boing held at
this tine. Jrtillery wea called with poor sscuracy, next 8l's with sooe
ioprovopents Ontos pletoon arrived and the hill wvas reked, with good aoouracys
When the coopeny wes allowed to move forward, no furthor fire was encountered
Upon arrdivel on H1ll #45 with the 3d and 2nd Flat, I was oanlled to WE 5

: ENCLOSURE (3)
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Only (B)
usmMmc

s | ted
positions Tho lat Flat waa at this tine uoving towerd its objectives 4Bme WWIA.

T wna departing freo oy OF I(and oy party) received acscurate sniper fire from
the aroes into which the lst FPlat was to oove, I welted mmtil lst Plat bhed
pessed and then Doved to WH & position, Coopany "L" next moved Bight posdition
around 3/3 CP with Coopany "E". The norndng of 19 august 1965, Compony “L"
jumped off with Co "K" and Co "I' 3/7 on a sweep to the see. Uno (1) prisoner
wes teken (confirmed VC) and one (1) fenily desiring to emoaped tho VO was
pioked up, BHostilo firo was not incurred until the vicinity of coord (BS 726952
Lt this tioo the lat and % Flat had alresdy ooved acrose to tho sond dunes.
Lt that tine I told the 2nd Plat to investigate. Thoy moved out into the
open toward tho fire followed by Lt BEIFAR. Thoy contimiod to oDove under
ooderate fire until redirected by Lt BEUNAR toward the boach as they were
noving into Comysny "K® erea endL/3/7. I had no radio contaot at this tioe
with the lat or 2nd Plat, The 2nd Plat arrived in the beach area and joined
with la# ond 3d Plot, While ot the beach, the coupany received light to
noderato snnll crns fire that was foirly socurate. Fire was returned. Fire
pupport was given to Co "K" uatil requested to socure. Sniper fire contimued,
st this point we received enecy mortar fire. 4 round landed in the 2nd Flat
aren, killing one (1) and wounding eleven (11). Lt SW.KTZ immediately mmn
into the srer and removed smoking WP 3.5 rounds froo the vicindty to prevent
further injury. The CF Corpsmon imoedis*e)y went to the aid of the injured,
They were evecustod. Tho two (2) cozpamen with the 2pnd platoon were wounded
but eleoted t0 remain with the coZpany. YThe company atarted to sweep back to
our previous position st 170049, Helf-wey back SgtHOOEE and the 3rd Flat were
dotechod and ment back to find and bring in Co "L" 3/7, which he did with great
of ficietags The coapuyy sot in for the night and tho noxt oorning swept

the left flenk of the roed returning to the beach. Nothing remariable was
noted. Some additionsl pocks woro uncovered and & VO body. HNumoerocus W0
packs were @ncountared durins the oporation some with mmch explosdve contant,
i V0 cleyoore mine wes also uncovereods While wedting on the beroh; the 34
Plat wos utilizod to rosear=h the caves vhore docubents ete. (including the
body and oleymore) were found. Iba conpany withdrew leaving tha 2nd Plat as

& Dok guards Mota - MNote:
UsmMC VWA Documenied
PINA Corpsmen o : )f (Z) USMC KIA
VOJTA were : % . ‘ 8-19-65 as:
VONADA BRAZELL, " dv Be MoDAVID - SCOFILED,
BAKER el Comuanding and
CHAMBERSCcRAWFORD, TAGLIONE, Robert
CORDOVA  John E.
ZICTCTARDI
ENCLOSURE (3)
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“"Operation Starlite™
Mike Company 8-17 thru 8-20 34 En {Eﬂin] 34 Maxines

1965 CHU LiX, VIETH.M
232115H sogust 1965
Pdotes -
Company "M" 3d bn (Rein) 3d Marines wfter-.ction hejort VA o BT
Have docurmanted
Refr (a) Divop0 321-65 only (1) WIA
as being
l. Unit: Co "M" 3d ¥n 3d Marines (Hein) 3d Mar uiv PMF S
WIA 8/18
Strengths T Officers 177 Enlistod as per Unit
Diary Page
Tioes 17IDO0H to 2C 1925 ~ugust 1965 E5EMODDEE2272
Mote: (1)
Plecet Ls prescribod by 3d Ba 3d Marines Operation Order 14-65 b
s i el iz il
Casualticss Qompany "h" one (1) WIL - St
Enony Killed 5 Wounded 2 171505h
has not

Kature of Lotivn: Search and Destroy, Blocking, Hadio Reley, Securd®y igentitiea.

Boe g
oBE1/13E far

2. Company "M" (Rein) departed arcos at 1T1000H and proceeded to (B9 6500%4)  dotails.
by LVI's., Condu¢ted senrch and destroy operations mvlgnin Southerly direction
powing in o tri-spxie of adwrnce elong ridge lines (BS 6 13) to (DT 667995)

and EBE 650007) to (BT 658997) and valley floor betweon ridgea. Heocedving

two (2) enipor rounds fron epprox (DS 653007) at i71430H. Could not nake
contact. Found ono (1) M-1 end one (1) grenade w/fout pin in "G" retion can

at (BS 657998) it wes destroyed. One (1) man was sligntly wounded by Booly
Trap gronade at (7 652005) at 171505H. Spent ni ht at (BT 667995) where we
received two (2) eniper rounds which cape fron the Northeast fron a long range.
The conpany nowed out at 1B0100H and procecded to (BT 683971) where we arrived
at 180420H, The arce wes secured and tho Company proceeded to dig in, Whisky
Btry started to errive ot 180930H. Securdty was provided. Co "G" 2/4 arrived
at 181500 and set in to the West of the Company urea. Day and night patrols
were sent out during the entire period. Uno (1) Plat (Rein) patrol was sent

out at 19063QH with tho odssion of securicg and esteblishing an ocutpost
positicn at [ES 700575) while poving up the hill they sighted 12 VC moving alomg
the ridge in e sSoutherly dircction. Thuy (the VC) were taken under ionediatae
fire and five (5) bodies were fuund when Marines resched the eres. This

Marine plat®on probebly was taken for a VO unit by 2/4 Marines os an adr

strike wes run fron the East to the West and alt three (3) 250 1b

boobs fell within 100 peters freo the platoon, no ona was hurt prior to our
gottin, the air strike stopped. During the evenings of 18 and 13 inguat the
Caopany and Btry was hit by 3" 58 Naval gunfire star clusters and HE shalls.
These did not explode and wost were later destroyed. No further sotion took
place on the 20th and the company sterted rpetraction by Helo at 201835H and

the last unit arrived back in the Bn Lrea st 201925H.

%+ Hemarke

as Foroing troeps to keop oprocd out pays ofif,. Only one nnn wos
wounded by tha tripped booby trap.
1 ENCLOSTRE (4)
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UNIT: 3rd Battallon, Jrd marines OP unuD: 170001H ~ugbs
SLack: vhu kel Viet iz GLOJED:  172400H :ugb5
“ER
N g TIME ND DTG INCIDENTS, MESSAGES,ORDERS
o patrol departed

X 0035 476 170035 ICo patrol departed

X 0045 477 170045H LCo patrol departed

X 0125 478 1701254 ICo patrol charlie at ckpt 2

X 01L5 L79 1701L5H ICo patrol alpha departed

X 0200 480 170200H MCo squad ambush 3rd platoon

I 0340 4Bl 1703LOH MCo 3rd patrol returned

f oOL00 482 1704L00H HEu 2nd platoon patrol returned (Neg)

X 0L00D L83 170LOOH L, MCo nnfativn sitrep

X 0630 LBL I75630H p-ut-rol alpha rntumu:l (Neg)

X 0830 L85 170830H I L, MCo negative sitrep

I 0950 486 170950H MCo relieved by ACo

¥ 1010 487 171010H MCo departing for operation area

¥ 1100 488 171100H MCo on the beach

I 1127 489 171127H MCo now searching village of TUYET DIEM #2
vie coord (BT 645025)

X 1230 490 171230H MCo requested arty fire sus enemy pos

X 1435 491 171435H ICo boarded LVTS

X 1357 492 171357H MCo pres loc Fwd 25 L 10 to Fwd 31 L 2

X 1438 493 171438BH MCo pres loc 677988 records 2 sni rds
entire area appears deserted M-l by Trap

X 1616 494 171616H WH6 requests FFC W'RD return to causeway

X 1618 495 171618 MCo repts pruuunt pos RWD 16 RT 17

X 1734 496 171734H WH6 requests :nngé;tn rosteras of each compan
at csuseway

X 1751 497 171751H LCo now hoarding LCM for ship

X 1945 498 17194L5H WH6 :-board ship closing down net

4 190L 499 171856H .H M- Nizht pos at 666 will move =t 0100

-~ 1949 500 17104GH 4H 5- .e ere now departing causewcy re=

azining troops e

1438hr entry
notes MNM-1
boobytrap.
Also mentionead
an C&65-08-102
as (1) WIA.
Mo documented
"M Co. WA
for BE-1TF-686.
Soo page GES-00-001 as well.
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